ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held by Zoom on
215t December 2022 at 7.30pm

Ref |Present: K Dickson (Chair & Secretary), V Dobie, Action
P Chandler, J Dobie, C Dobie, H Shaw (PACT), R Swan (PACT), C Dickson
(Minutes)

Guests: B Landon, E Page, D Moon, E Lipscomb

1. Introduction & Apologies:

H Goldie-Scot, D Repsch

o KD Opened the meeting with a request that members and guests
introduce themselves.

2. Overview:

o KD advised that there was only one item for discussion at the
meeting, which is a Winter Fuel Support payment for ABPCC
residents. By way of context KD advised there are 361 properties
within the catchment area.

3. Fred Olson Renewables (FORs) — Feedback:

¢ VD provided feedback from a discussion with FORs, who provide
Crystal Rig community benefit funding to the ABPCC. This was to
establish whether there are any restrictions in place to prevent the
use of wind farm money for the provision of Winter Fuel Support
payments. FORs confirmed they are very supportive of using funds
for this purpose. They are particularly interested in ensuring that
those most in need are contacted and suggested that any scheme
was advertised in local outlets as well as by postcards to residents.
FORs asked to be kept up to date with progress of the initiative.

4. CELCA Winter Fuel Scheme:

e KD outlined how the recent Cranshaws, Ellemford and
Longformacus Community Association (CELCA) winter fuel offer
operated. There was agreement from those present, that this formed
a good basis for a scheme within our area and we should offer
£100.00 to each household, based upon residency of more than 6
months per annum.




It was further agreed that the £100.00 could be made in the form of

= Direct payment to a bank account
= Payment by Cheque
= Fuel Voucher

= Credit for Pre-payment Meters

The ABPCC scheme will be promoted by postcard to every property
in the catchment area, with recipients being asked to “opt in” to the
scheme by emailing or telephoning the ABPCC Secretary. A number
of additional postcards will be printed that will be made available at
local outlets. Opportunities to follow up with residents who do not
respond, but who may require assistance with an application, was
discussed. It was agreed that word of mouth and local knowledge
will be key in maximizing take up, and those present agreed to
support this activity if required.

Other Options for Consideration:

A suggestion was made that the offer should be extended to include
those people who do not reside within the ABPCC area, but whose
main employment is within the catchment area. This was on the
basis that they make a significant contribution to the community, and
their travel fuel costs have greatly increased in recent months. It
was confirmed that the ABPCC Constitution and the Crystal Rig
Windfarm fund agreement, would support such payments and on
this basis, the suggestion was agreed by those present. It was
further agreed that employers would be required to encourage and
validate any applications from their employees. The offer will be
£100.00 per household.

Agree Communication Strategy:

KD agreed to prepare draft wording for the promotional postcard.
This will be circulated to those present, with initial comments
requested by close of business on 23/12/22.

The objective is to work with Printspot, to have the final version of
the postcard issued in the first week of January 2023. This will be
supported by Mailchimp and Facebook messages, with the aim of
issuing the first payments by mid January 2023. A supporting page
will be developed for the ABPCC website, setting out the detail of
how the offer will work.

HS made an offer on behalf of PACT, to cover the cost of printing
and postage of the promotional postcards. This offer was accepted
by KD on behalf of ABPCC.

KD




