
 

 

 
 

ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held in Abbey St Bathans Village 
Hall on 

24nd November 2022 at 7.30pm 
 

Ref Present: K Dickson (Chair & Secretary), D Repsch (Treasurer), V Dobie,  
P Chandler, J Dobie, C Dobie, H Goldie-Scot, L Macfie (PACT), C Dickson 
(Minutes), Cllr Moffat  
 
Observers: Duncan Osler, Abby Rosher. 

Action 

1. Introduction & Apologies:  
 
A Rosher, J Robson, Cllr Rowley, Cllr Greenwell. 
 

• KD Opened the meeting with a request that members and observers 
introduce themselves. 

 

 

2. Cllr Moffat & Cllr Rowley:  
 

• Cllr M shared his observation that crash barriers on the road into  
A St B require attention. He will take this forward within SBC. 

• KD advised that Cllr R has approached ABPCC regarding closure of 
Links Nursery in Duns.  The CC agreed that this was a matter of 
concern to the community and would like to be kept appraised of 
developments. KD to circulate Cllr R’s email which includes a link to 
the ongoing campaign.  

• PC raised the issue of drainage outside of Preston Village Hall.  
Cllr M confirmed that this is a matter for the attention of SBC and 
requested that it be raised via the online portal. 

• PC expressed her thanks to SBC for pruning the shrubbery around 
Preston War Memorial.  
 

 
 
Cllr M 
 
 
KD 
 

3. Matters Arising 
 
Approval of Minutes:  
Minutes of the meeting of 22nd September 2022 were previously approved 
by email circulation. 
 

 



4. Action Point Update: 
 

AP4.  Confirmation received that the light deflector in A St B has been 
fitted. Closed. 
AP35. DR to arrange pruning of hedges around Preston telephone box 
in February 2023. Ongoing. 
AP47. Awaiting completion of works by electrician. Ongoing. 
AP57. Grant application approved by CC 24/11/22. Now awaiting FOR  
approval. Ongoing. 
AP58. DR agreed to organise training sessions with volunteer first 
aiders.  VD to supply DR with trainers contact details. DR & KD to 
arrange comms to seek volunteer trainees. Ongoing. 
AP79. PC to arrange pruning of hedges in Preston in February 2023. 
Ongoing. 
AP80. Separate meeting to be arranged to discuss MOU. LMac to 
investigate options for facilitation of the meeting. Ongoing 
AP81. PC arranged an observer from Berwickshire High School to 
attend the ABPCC meeting on 24/11/22 and will conduct a 20-minute 
school assembly to encourage participation at future meetings. Ongoing 
AP85. AAG meetings took place on 02/11/22 and 23/11/22. This will 
now become a standing agenda item. Closed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DR 
VD 
DR & KD 
 
 
LMac 
 
PC 

5. Crystal Rig IV: 
 

• VD attended the first Customer Liaison Group update meeting 
and circulated output notes. The main discussion covered traffic 
routes to the site (which is anticipated to be mainly from the A1 
via Innerwick), and community benefit funding. The CC 
discussed funding options and were interested in the potential 
for supporting fuel subsidies and energy efficiency ideas.  
VD will feed this into ongoing discussions with FORs. 
 

 

6. Swimming Administration: 
 

• VD advised the CC that Becky Low has handed over 
responsibility for administration of the swimming subsidies to 
Jeni Calder. The CC expressed their thanks to both Becky and 
Jeni for their support. 
 

 

7. Co-Opted Members: 
 

• JR has confirmed that he will continue to act as a co-opted member 
of ABPCC. 

• AR to be approached to establish if he wishes to continue to act as 
a co-opted member of ABPCC. 

• JR & AR to be approached to agree to abide by the SBC 
Community Council Code of Conduct. 

• KD noted that there are still places available should other 
community members wish to join the CC. KD will issue comms.  

 
 
 
 
 
KD 
 
KD 
 
KD 
 

8. Chairs Report:  
 

• Covered in AGM on 24/11/22. 

 
 
 
 

9. 
 

Treasures Report: 
 

 
 



• The current balance of windfarm funds is £63,194.28. 

• The latest receipt from Crystal Rig is £11691.87 

• It was noted that receipts from FORs have been higher this year. VD 
to clarify the position with FORs. 
 

 
 
VD 
 
 

10. 
 

Secretary’s Report:  
 

• KD advised an AED Register is now available for the current 
community AED’s.  

• AED’s are registered with Scottish Ambulance Services (SAS) who 
will prompt a 90 day check to be carried out on all equipment. 

• PC agreed to carry out the checks for Preston AED and VD agreed 
to carry out the checks in A St B. 

• KD advised that James Purves (SBC Community Engagement 
Officer), has offered to attend a CC meeting to provide an update on 
Place Making activities. CC agreed it would be sensible to have a 
joint CC / PACT event to cover this and that residents should also 
be invited to attend. KD to progress. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KD 
 

11. Reports From Grant Recipients: 
 

• HGS provided feedback from A St B Table Tennis Club to express 
gratitude for the funding of additional equipment. He informed the 
CC that membership has expanded to the point that more table 
tennis equipment could be utilised. The CC agreed that a further 
application would be considered. 

• Positive feedback was received relating to the recent support 
provided for Duns Dogs Obedience Classes. It was noted that a 
further application will be discussed later in the meeting. 
 

 

12. PACT: 
 

• CC discussed the PACT summary note which was provided ahead 
of the meeting. It was noted that £142,790.05 had been granted to 
community recipients since March 2021. CC asked if future updates 
could include details of the amounts received from each windfarm. L 
Mac agreed to include this. 

• The MOU between ABPCC and PACT was discussed. L Mac 
proposed that a facilitated meeting between the 2 organisations 
might assist progress. There was interest expressed in how 
Lammermuir CC operate their charitable trust. CC agreed that a 
facilitated meeting would be the best way forward. L Mac to propose 
an appropriate facilitator. DR to liaise with Lammermuir CC for more 
information on how their Community Trust operates.  

• No further updates have been received from CDCF regarding the 
administration of the Quixwood Windfarm funding. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LMac 
DR 

13. Joint ABPCC / PACT Website Development: 
 

• KD and VD provided an update in support of the joint website paper. 
Following discussion it was agreed that a new website should be 
created to include content from PACT, ABPCC and the Preston and 
A St B Village Halls. Individual branding will be retained for the 4 
organisations, with a home page reflecting life in the Abbey St 
Bathans, Bonkyl and Preston community. To take this forward a new 
website domain name is required. It was agreed a competition will 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



be run within the community and a voucher for £30.00 will be offered 
as a prize. KD to organise the competition. 

• In addition to the website it was pointed out that our younger 
community members tend not to use websites but prefer Facebook 
or Instagram as a communication method. KD to work with the IT 
sub group to take this forward. 

• A query was raised by LMac regarding the annual maintenance 
costs of the ABPCC website. KD agreed to provide LMac with a 
breakdown of the costs, 

• Responsibility for maintenance of the site will be decided at a later 
date. 

• KD will work with IT sub group to put forward a joint funding 
application to PACT / ABPCC for the website development, which 
will include details of how the spend will be managed, 
 

 
KD 
 
 
KD 
 
 
 
KD 
 
 
 
 
KD, DR, 
DB 
 

14. Resilient Communities: 
 

• LMac plans to feed back to the group in the next week, and it is 
hoped that applications can then be made to the Quixwood 
Windfarm Fund. 

• HGS expressed concerns over the effectiveness of flood warnings 
for Whiteadder Water at A St B. It was agreed he would take this 
forward separately with SEPA. 

• HGS asked that the Berwickshire Help Poster be displayed on local 
boards. KD to request JD to display poster in A St B. DR to display 
poster on Preston VH board. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KD 
DR 
 

15. Planning and Licensing: 
 

• Erection of dwelling house, Blackhouse Farm Cottages- no 
observations were raised. 

• Change of use from garden studio, Burnhouses- no observations 
were raised.   

 

 

16. Funding Applications: 
 

• Indoor Bowling, Hall Hire Costs. The sum of £360.00 was approved 
subject to the club being advertised amongst the wider community. 
A recommendation was made that members contribute a £2.00 per 
session subscription towards future hall costs. 

• Fitting AED Cabinet Replacement, Preston Village Hall. The sum of 
£108.00 was approved. 

• Womens Health Group. The application for up to £480.00 was 
approved on the basis of £120.00 for start up costs, plus each 
session to be funded at £90, to a maximum of 4 sessions. The 
approval is also subject to the meetings being held in a public venue 
with a minimum of 3 attendees who must be residents of the 
ABPCC area. The applicant to be advised to submit a new 
application to include venue costs. 

• PA1 & PA6 Training. The request for £470.00 was approved on the 
basis that acquired skills are utilised within the A St B area. If this is 
not possible, there is a requirement for funds to be returned. 

• AED, Including Cabinet and Fitting at Blackerstone. The sum of 
£2544.00 was approved. 

 



• Duns Dogs, Agility Training. The request for £480.00 was approved, 
subject to the provision of named customer invoices. The CC 
showed an interest in the provision of additional obedience classes. 

• Anti-Slip Decking Strips for A St B Village Hall. The sum of £652.20 
was approved subject to the provision of Ebay and Amazon quotes 
and confirmation on the frequency of treatment and compatibility 
with existing decking. This application was agreed by 
correspondence after the meeting and on receipt of the requested 
information. 
 

17. AOB: 
 

• PC provided positive feedback from the Remembrance Day event 
held at War Memorial Preston. 

• KD suggested the CC consider promoting a community event to 
mark the Kings Coronation in May 2023. This received a positive 
response and will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 

• CD suggested a Christmas / Easter meal for CC and PACT 
members, which was well received.   
 

 
 

18. 
 
 

Dates and Venues of future meetings:  
 

• 26/01/23 * subject to change 

• 23/03/23 

• 25/05/23 

• 27/07/23 

• 28/09/23 

• 23/11/23 to include AGM 
 
Venues to be confirmed 

 

 
 

 


