
 

 
 

ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held by Zoom on 
23rd March 2023 at 7.30pm 

 

Ref Present: K Dickson (Chair & Secretary), V Dobie,  
C Dobie, P Chandler, H Shaw (PACT), C Dickson (Minutes), Cllr Moffat  
Guests: Laura Baker 

Action 

1. Introduction & Apologies:  
 
D Repsch (Treasurer), J Dobie, H Goldie-Scot, A Rosher, J Robson,  
Cllr Greenwell, Cllr Rowley. 
 

 

2.  
Cllr Moffat: 
 

• KD advised of concerns raised by residents relating to litter at 
Cumledge Mill Bridge car park, along the length of the A6112 and 
adjacent to the Quixwood layby.  
It was confirmed that all of the land at Cumledge Mill Bridge car 
park is in private ownership and the owners will not permit litter bins 
to be installed because of damaged caused in the past. 
With regard to the A6112 issue, Cllr M advised that Cllr Greenwell 
is the portfolio owner. KD to highlight the problem of roadside litter 
with Cllr G and raise a request for litter bins at Quixwood layby.  

• KD raised a resident’s concern regarding the frequency of missed 
bin collections. A FOI request by the resident highlighted that 
missed bin collections in Berwickshire have risen from 
approximately 10% to 20% of all missed bins in the last 2 years. 
Cllr M agreed to look into this, and KD agreed to send him the FOI 
details. 

• Cllr R provided a written update advising that plans are progressing 
well for the Duns Community Nursery. The facility is due to open on 
03/04/23. KD advised that he was meeting with the Community 
Nursery on 24/03/23 to discuss potential funding requests. 

• The matter of the Jim Clark Rally was raised for discussion. The 
CC agreed there was no need to meet with Rally organisers this 
year, but we should publicise the event and a hot line telephone 
number that residents can use over the weekend of the Rally, to 
report any issues. KD will contact Frances Renton, to ensure the 
CC are kept up to date with arrangements.  

• KD advised that the SBC Cost of Living Bulletin had been issued to 
residents on 23/03/23. 

• Cllr M raised the matter of planned road closures at Abbey St 
Bathans. It was highlighted that a number of repairs are scheduled. 
Cllr M said he would request that the maintenance of road barriers 
be carried out at the same time. 
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• Cllr M advised of an initiative to be hosted by the Community Action 
Team, which will train civilian volunteers to  use speed guns to 
record car registration numbers and speed travelled through local 
villages. Information gathered will be utilised by Police Scotland to 
issue appropriate warnings.  A number of CC members expressed 
an interest in becoming volunteers. KD to forward names of 
volunteers to Cllr M. 
 

KD 
 
 

3. Matters Arising: 
 
Approval of Minutes:  
 

• Minutes of the meeting of 12/01/23 were previously approved by 
email circulation. 
 
 

 

4. Action Point Update: 
 

• Please see Action Point Log  

 

5. Agenda Items 
 

• The Winter Fuel Support Scheme closed on 28/02/23 with 156 
payments having been made. Feedback from residents was 
extremely positive. VD produced a summary report for Crystal Rig 
Windfarm who were impressed with how quickly and effectively the 
scheme was delivered. KD to issue MailChimp and Facebook 
communications to the community to let residents know the 
outcome of the scheme. 

• KD provided the CC with an overview of events being organised to 
celebrate the Kings Coronation in May 23. The CC were advised 
that funding requests will be submitted via correspondence, for 
their approval. A postcard will be issued to all residents in early 
April 2023 to advertise the events and request RSVP’s to assist 
with planning. KD to check A St B Village Hall availability for 
07/05/23. 

• CC discussed the Scottish Borders Walking Festival 2024 To 2026, 
and whether the community should become involved as a host. 
Whilst the CC agreed that it was a good initiative it was highlighted 
that it is a massive undertaking and probably not something that 
the CC alone could manage. KD agreed to write to the community 
and ask if anyone was interested in taking the lead to organise the 
event. 
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6. Crystal Rig IV 
 

• VD gave an update following the CR IV meeting on 23/03/23. 
Changes to the funding guidelines and approvals process are 
currently being developed by FORs.  
It is anticipated that CR IV will provide £240,000.00 per annum 
across Berwickshire and East Lothian communities. This fund may 
be used for an initiative across the communities, such as a local 
energy conservation advisor, rather than be shared out to each 
community council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



7. Quixwood Moor 
 

• Discussions with Quixwood Windfarm regarding the funding 
arrangements for the next 5 years are progressing well. This has 
highlighted the importance of working more closely with other 
Community Councils, particularly Grantshouse CC.  
The subject of investing surplus money into a long term endowment 
fund was raised and will form the basis of a separate discussion. 
 

 

8. Chairs Report:  
 

• All matters are covered elsewhere in the agenda. 
 

 
 
 

9. 
 

Treasure’s Report: 
 

• The Triodos bank balance as of 28/02/23 £46,046.52 

• It was confirmed that both Bank of Scotland accounts have closed 
and balances transferred to the Triodos account. 

• The Treasurer will provide hard copies of bank statements at all 
future face to face CC meeting.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Secretary’s Report: 
 

• It was confirmed that the annual Zoom subscription has been 
renewed at a discounted price of £99.15. 

• The ABPCC annual insurance renewal has now been completed 
and includes cover for the 3 defibrillators within the community. 
 

 

11. Website: 
 

• It was agreed a further meeting is required to discuss the approach 
to branding on a joint web site. KD to arrange a meeting. 

• The Application Approval Group have now developed a joint 
application form and VD will circulate this for comment. The group 
is now working on guidance for the form and a process for the 
direction of completed forms. 
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12. PACT Summary: 
 

• Penmanshiel balance as at 28/02/23 £66212.00 

• Aikengall balance as at 28/02/23 £30804.00 

• PACT Board met on 22/03/23 and approved 4 funding applications 
totalling £16,199.04.  

• An advertisement for an Administrative Assistance vacancy is to be 
issued in the next week. Applications are invited over the next 
month.  

• Website is about to be updated to include meeting minutes. 
 

 
 

13.  Funding Applications: 
 

• It was agreed that the Funding Principles and Cross Community 
Reciprocal Arrangements would now be discussed at the next CC 
meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



• The CC agreed by correspondence to increase the maximum 
contribution to Torus Holistic Therapies to £70.00 per person, per 
treatment. 

• It had previously been agreed by the CC that the annual £12000.00 
swimming funding would be split at £8000.00 for swimming lessons 
and £4000.00 for subsidised membership.  
To date £4420.00 has been spent on swimming lessons and 
£5484.50 has been spend on subsidised membership, with a 
further request recently received for subsidised membership. 
The CC agreed to the additional spend on subsidised membership, 
given that the overall spend remains within the 12000.00 limit. 

• KD provided an update on the Blackerstone AED, which was 
installed on 22/03/23. The original quotation for installation was 
£804.00 however a revised quotation of £391.66 was received from 
a different electrical contractor. This has resulted in a saving of 
£412.34. 

• An application for £300.00 to provide patronage funding for Duns 
Summer Festival (Reivers Week) was approved by the CC. 

• An application for £480.00 for Duns Dogs Agility and Obedience 
classes was approved. It was agreed that new customers should 
be given priority over previous customers. 

• A funding request was received from Green Lotus Therapies to 
cover the provision of 10 £50.00 vouchers. The CC decided that 
funding should be made available to a wider number of customers 
and therefore approved the provision of 25 £20 vouchers. The CC 
stipulated that vouchers be restricted to one per person. KD to write 
to the applicant to outline the funding arrangements. 

• The CC approved the application for £348.00 to fund Life Support 
Training in Preston Village Hall 

• The CC further approved the application for £340.00 for Life 
Support Training in Abbey St Bathans Village Hall. 

• An application was received for the sum of £240.00 from Preston 
Community Café, to cover village hall hire for 12 months. The CC 
approved the application. 
 
A number of funding requests were received outside of the CC 
meeting and were subsequently approved by correspondence. 
These included: 
 

• £450.00 to fund a Life Guard training course for 2 people. 

• £992.00 to support the continuation of the Abbey St Bathans 
Women’s health Group. Funding was requested to cover the cost of 
facilitation, hall hire and catering.  

• £475.00 to fund a placement at the National Youth Brass Band 
Summer School. 

• £452.68 to cover the cost of advertising events currently being 
organised to celebrate the King’s Coronation. This includes the 
production and postage of a mailshot postcard. 
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14. Reports from Grant Recipients: 
 

• The ABPCC Funding Report for 2022 has now been published on 
the website. 
 

 

15. Resilient Communities: 
 

 
 
 



• Abbey St Bathans Village Hall have put together proposals to 
improve resilience with a funding request being made directly to 
Quixwood Windfarm. 

 
 
 

16. Planning & Licensing: 
 

• None 
 

 
 
 

17. AOB: 
 

• VD requested that the possibility of an endowment fund for 
windfarm funds be placed on the next agenda for discussion. 
 

 

18. 
 
 

Dates and Venues of future meetings:  
 

• 25/05/23 – Preston Village Hall 
 

• 27/07/23 – A St B Village Hall 
 

• 28/09/23 - Zoom 
 

• 23/11/23 to include AGM – Preston Village Hall 
 

 
 

 


