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ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at  
Preston Village Hall on 

25rd July 2024 at 7.30pm 
 

Ref Present: K Dickson (Chair & Secretary), V Dobie (Vice Chair), J Dobie, C 
Dobie, P Chandler, H Goldie-Scot, C Dickson (Minutes), Cllr Moffat  
Guests:  

Action 

1. Introduction & Apologies:  
 
D Repsch (Treasurer), M Lamond 

 

2. Cllrs Moffat & Greenwell: 
 

• Trial Bikes – There have been no recent problems reported by 
residents. HGS agreed to seek views of residents in the Monynut 
area and report back to CC. 

• Speeding in Preston – CC discussed SBC’s plan for an additional 
digital speed display on the western approach to Preston Village 
and approved the location. It was also noted that the existing digital 
display at the east end of the village will be upgraded to a 
continuous power supply. KD to feedback approval to SBC. 

• Dog Fouling in Preston – KD advised that SBC are still looking at 
the provision of free dog waste bags. It is hoped an imminent 
decision will be made. 

• Ellemford to Abbey St Bathans Footpath – Correspondence has 
been received from a resident who had encountered difficulties 
navigating the footpath between Ellemford and Abbey St Bathans. 
It was agreed that additional signposting would be useful. Cllr M will 
raise this issue with the SBC Park Rangers. 
 

 
 
HGS 
 
 
KD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr M 

3. Matters Arising: 
 
Approval of Minutes:  
 

• Minutes of the meeting of 23/05/24 were previously approved by 
email circulation. 
 
 

 

4. Action Point Update: 
 

• Please see Action Point Log  

• Cllr Moffat left the meeting at this point. 

 



5. Agenda Items 
 

• Local Place Planning – KD provided an update on the LPP Stage 1 
Report produced by Wendy Reid (WR). HGS raised issues about 
broadband coverage and water resilience in Abbey St Bathans. KD 
agreed to pick these issues up with WR as part of the next stage of 
the LPP work. KD also agreed to circulate the draft LPP Phase 2 
contract to CC members.  

• Admin Cost / Expenses, CC/PACT Split – VD advised that whilst 
the newly formed Subcommittee was adding value, there were 
additional administrative costs being incurred by the CC 
Administrator. CC agreed to VD’s suggestion that PACT should be 
approached to cover these additional costs.  

• Ellemford Show Stand – Lammermuir CC has asked if ABPCC 
would like to share a stand with them at the Ellemford Show. CC 
agreed to participate and to fund newsletters to promote ABPCC. 
VD to discuss next steps with DR.  
 

 
 
KD 
 
 
 
 
 
VD 
 
 
 
 
VD 

6. Renewables In Proportion  
 

• Leitholm, Eccles & Birgham CC has requested a meeting with SBC 
and the local MP, MSP and Councillors to discuss the increasing 
number of wind and solar farms being proposed for the Scottish 
Border area. ABPCC had agreed to take part in this meeting, 
however no date has yet been agreed. 
 

 

7. Crystal Rig IV and Solar. 
 

• Discussions regarding the allocation of community benefits 
continue to take place between ABPCC and Fred Olsen 
Renewables (FORs). 

• CC acknowledged the recent application for the installation of solar 
electricity generation at Crystal Rig. They agreed that they had no 
comments to make on the application. 
 

 
 
 

8. Lees Hill Renewable Energy Park 
 

• No updates available. 

 
 
 

9. Blackburn Mill Wind Farm  
 

• No updates available. 

 

10. Monashee Wind Farm 
 

• No updates available. 

 

11. Chair’s Report:  
 

• KD advised that PACT has agreed to fund the hosting and 
maintenance of the new community website.  

• A letter of thanks has been received from the Duns Summer 
Festival organisers thanking ABPCC for the patronage of £300.00. 
KD attended the Ride Out on 13/07/24 and presented rosettes 
which were gratefully received. 

 
 
 



• KD advised that a number of residents have recently subscribed to 
the COABP mailing list, and a request has been received for the 
installation of an AED at Cockburn Farm. These appear to be as a 
direct result of the recent newsletter. CC agreed that the newsletter 
was brilliant and very well received. 
 

12. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 

• The Triodos bank balance as of 15 July 2024 was £15,058.62 
There are however approved grants still to be paid of £7869.64 
which leaves a balance of £7188.98 available. 
 

 

ABPCC Financial 

Statement for Year Ending 31_3_25 - Prepared for Meeting on 25th July 2024 - Y.End 31.3.25.pdf
 

 
 
 
 
 

13. Secretary’s Report: 
 

• All matters covered in the agenda. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

14. PACT Summary:  
 

• JD provided an update on the Preston Village Hall refurbishment. It 
is planned to issue tender packs to building contractors in August 
2024 and it is hoped that work will commence later this year. 
 

 
 

15. Grants Subcommittee Report 
 

• VD presented the Grant Subcommittee Report and advised that it 
provides an overview of all funding applications received by 
COABP. There were no comments or questions from the CC. 
 

 

16.  Funding Applications: 

• Preston Adult Arts Club – An application for £1240.00 was 
approved by email correspondence on 28/06/24 and the club 
commenced on 17/07/24.  

• Botanical Printing Workshop – The sum of £250.00 was approved 
by email on 24/06/24. 

• National Youth Brass Band of Scotland Residential Course 2024 – 
The sum of £350.00 was approved by email correspondence on 
02/07/24 and the course will take place between 4/08/24 and 
11/08/24.  

• ABPCC Admin Support / Expenses – This application was for 
£1766.00 to cover the period 01/08/24 to 31/12/24. This was 
approved by CC.  * KD and CD were not present during the 
approval discussion. 

 
 
 
 
 

17. Reports from Grant Recipients: 
 

• None 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

18. Resilient Communities: 
 

• No updates. 
  

 
 
 
 

19. Planning & Licensing: 
 

• KD advised that an appeal against the refusal of planning 
permission on land east of Kirkwell House is currently underway. 
ABPCC previously raised concerns regarding drainage which may 
discharge into Cumledge Burn. CC agreed that these concerns 
should be raised again as part of the appeal process. HGS asked if 
this could include a request for the developers to consider 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). KD to raise ABPCC 
concerns, including a request for details of any impact analysis that 
has been carried out. 
 

 
 
 
KD 

20. AOB: 
 

• PC suggested that the AGM which is scheduled to take place in 
Preston Village Hall be moved to Abbey St Bathans Hall in light of 
the planned refurbishment. APBCC agreed. 
 

 
 
CD 

21. 
 
 

Dates and Venues of future meetings:  
 

• 26/09/24 – Preston Village Hall 
 

• 28/11/24 – Abbey St Bathans Village Hall - to include AGM 
 
 

 
 

 


