ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held by Zoom on
28" March 2024 at 7.30pm

Approval of Minutes:

¢ Minutes of the meeting of 25/01/24 were previously approved by
email circulation.

Ref | Present: K Dickson (Chair & Secretary), V Dobie (Vice Chair), D Repsch | Action
(Treasurer), P Chandler, C Dobie, C Dickson (Minutes)
Guests: Liz Macfie

1. Introduction & Apologies:
J Dobie, H Goldie-Scot, M Lamond, Clir Moffat

2. Clir Moffat:

o Trial Bikes — No update.

e Speeding in Preston — KD advised that volunteers are still awaiting | KD
an update from the Community Action Team with regard to speed
gun training. DR confirmed that CAT have not yet been in touch.
KD to contract CAT with a request to carry out a speed check in
Preston Village.

e Dog Fouling in Preston — The CC has received more complaints
from Preston Village residents. Mailchimp messages have been
issued reminding dog owners to clean up, and posters have been
provided to residents on request.

3. Co-opted Members:

¢ Joy Dobie (JAD) has confirmed her role as a Director of Blackhill
Wind Farm Community Fund and will represent ABPCC at any
meetings. JAD has decided not to take up the position of Co-Opted
member of ABPCC as the Blackhill Directors have stated that the
CC representative does not have to be a member of the CC.

e Morag Lamond (ML) was provided with a copy of the ABPCC Code
of Conduct. KD to contact ML with a reminder to acknowledge the
agreement of the Code.

4. Matters Arising:




Action Point Update:

Please see Action Point Log

Agenda ltems

Preston Notice Boards — DR raised the issue of the Preston Village
Hall noticeboard which is in need of refurbishment. CC members
agreed that they would be amenable to a grant application to cover
costs. DR will confirm with PACT members that they are happy for
the corkboards purchased for the Community Consultation Events
to be utilised in the refurbishment.

Preston Telephone Box — KD confirmed that Preston telephone box
is now the property and responsibility of ABPCC. DR advised that
she had obtained quotes to have the telephone box refurbished.
CC agreed that a grant application should be submitted to cover
costs of both the noticeboard and telephone box.

Winter Fuel Payment Exercise — KD presented a summary of the
recent Winter Fuel Exercise. KD advised that a spend of
£17,700.00 was made against an original estimate of £22,700.00.
Uptake increased by 10 on the previous year, but admin costs were
reduced. KD expressed thanks to DR, PC and CD for their
involvement in running the exercise.

Community Consultation Event — KD provided an update on the
feedback obtained from Abbey St Bathans Community Consultation
Event. The feedback themes were similar to those raised at the
Preston event, however there was a greater focus on resilience
issues. The feedback received from both events will now be taken
forward as part of the Local Place Planning work.

Local Place Making — CC agreed with the appointment of Wendy
Reid (WR) as the Local Place Planning lead. This role is to be
funded by PACT. WR will be looking to establish a small working
group from within the community to take this forward.

Community Grants Sub-Committee — Following an Expression of
Interest Exercise, 2 residents, Elaine Burns (EB) and Tracy
Robertson (TR), have agreed to join the newly formed Community
Grants Sub Committee. This group will consider all grant
applications and make recommendations to ABPCC and PACT
Boards, who will make an outcome decision on the applications.
Both applicants will be asked to sign a confidentiality statement. All
applications will have personal details redacted prior to sharing with
the sub-committee.

DR

DR

Renewables In Proportion

ABPCC discussed a note received from Leitholm, Eccles &
Birgham Community Council (LEBCC) regarding the increasing
number of planning applications to SBC for renewable energy,
including battery energy storage systems. It was agreed that
ABPCC should engage with LEBCC to share experiences and work
together on the issue. KD agreed to make contact with LEBCC.

KD




Crystal Rig IV.

¢ KD advised that there had been no further CR IV meetings since
the last meeting of ABPCC. KD also advised that an approach has
been made to the CC regarding the decommissioning of CR I,
which is scheduled for late 2028. KD will continue to engage with
the Wind Farm owner regarding this activity.

Lees Hill Renewable Energy Park

o DR attended the first Lees Hill Community Liaison Group Meeting.
This was mainly an introduction to the wind farm team and to
explain the workings of the CLG. It is expected that the planning
application will go live during April 2024. The next meeting of the
CLG is in 6 months.

10.

Blackburn Mill Wind Farm

¢ No updates available.

1.

Monashee Wind Farm

o KD advised that he had attended the Monashee meeting at Preston
Village Hall on 18/03/24. As part of the consultation exercise,
Green Switch Capital will be carrying out a further visual impact
assessment during April 2024. A map detailing all existing and
planned wind farms was provided. KD to share this with CC
members.

e Following a request to VD from Monashee representatives, VD
offered feedback views about the proposed Monashee
development from the CC to the Monashee representative. This
feedback will be circulated to CC members for comment before
being submitted.

KD

12

Chair’s Report:

¢ KD advised SBC has confirmed that the ABPCC Support Grant for
2024-25 will be £594.00.

13.

Treasurer’s Report:

e The Triodos bank balance as of 31 December 2023 was
£20,867.98.

ABPCC Financial
Statement for Meetinc

14.

Secretary’s Report:

e All matters covered in the agenda.




15.

Community Website:

o KD advised that the new Community Website is now live and can
be found at www.COABP.org. It is planned to publicise the new site
as part of a community newsletter which is being prepared by DR.
DR agreed to circulate the newsletter to CC members for
information.

DR

16.

PACT Summary:

o VD advised that work is underway to review and broaden PACT
charitable purpose.

17.

Funding Applications:

e Repair Works to Preston AED Heater Unit — CC agreed to cover
the cost of £54.00.

e DASC Pool Fees — CC discussed an application to subsidise
membership of Duns Amateur Swimming Club. It was noted that
the sum of £3000.00 had previously been provided by the Crystal
Rig Fund in November 2021. Also £2500.00 was approved from the
Quixwood Wind Farm Fund in May 2023. CC did not feel able to
approve this further application. However, if ABPCC residents wish
to submit individual requests for Duns Amateur Swimming Club
membership, these will be given due consideration.

e Preston Community Café Hall Hire Fees — CC were happy to
approve the sum of £240.00 to cover the annual hall rental.

e Annual Zoom Subscription — CC were happy to approve the annual
Zoom subscription of £155.88.

e Highland Coos Craft Workshops — DR requested that CC consider
an application to subsidise the cost of attending a craft workshop.
CC agreed in principle but requested the completion of a formal
application.

The observer, Liz Macfie left the meeting at this point.

e Scottish National Age Group Champs — CC considered an
application from a resident to cover expenses associated with
attendance at the Scottish National Age Group Champs swimming
competition. CC agreed to provide funding of £500.00 towards the
overall cost of £700.00.

18.

Reports from Grant Recipients:

e CC noted the latest version of the ABPCC Funding Report. It was
confirmed that the reports are now also available on the new
website.

19.

Resilient Communities:

¢ No update available.

20.

Planning & Licensing:



http://www.coabp.org/

¢ Slighhouses Farmhouse — No comments received.

e Preston Village Hall — One question was raised regarding the
possible felling of trees. It was confirmed that no mature trees
would be removed as part of the village hall development.

21. |AOB:
e None
22. | Dates and Venues of future meetings:

e 23/05/24 - Abbey Village Hall
o 25/07/24 - Preston Village Hall
o 26/09/24 - Abbey Village Hall

e 28/11/24 - Preston Village Hall - to include AGM




