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The Lothians and Scottish Borders

East Berwickshire Community Councils
Multi Member Ward Report for November 2024

The information provided within this report, is predominately based on the East Berwickshire
Multi Member Ward Policing Plan and the areas you have identified as priorities.

iThe data provided in this report is for information purposes only and is not official crime statistics. Due to delayed reporting or recording
of crimes, incidents or road accidents and the management of crime enquiries, there is likely to be differences between the information in
this report and the final Police Scotland statistics. It would not be appropriate to refer to, quote or use any data in this report as official
statistics.
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Community Update — East Berwickshire — PS Ali Granger

In November PC MacLeod and PC Jacobs assisted at the Remembrance Parades in Eyemouth,
Coldstream and Duns. These events are an honour for us to be part of and we are delighted to be
able to help facilitate them.

On 20™ November, Officers in Eyemouth received a visit from ‘PC Hamish’ who is currently
undertaking the challenge of visiting every Police Station in Scotland armed with home baking.

On 28™ November, PC Jacobs and MaclLeod assisted Response and CID officers after the discovery of
an industrial cannabis cultivation in Eyemouth. Enquiries are ongoing into this and one male was
arrested.

PC Jacobs attended the most recent Community Panel meeting in Eyemouth and discussed how we
can best protect the most vulnerable members of our community from falling victim to a range of
crimes, in particular Scams.

Pictured are PC MacLeod and PC Jacobs attending at Ayton, where they were able to join in with
carol singing prior to the Christmas tree being lit up.
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Berwickshire School Link Officer PC Cameron has had an active November and has delivered a
number of inputs in schools including

- Internet Safety with Duns PS P6’s, teaching children how to keep themselves safe when
utilising the internet and highlighting the risks and consequences of what you post there.
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- Drugs Awareness, educating EHS S6’s on the dangers of lllegal drugs, where they come from
and how they can impact communities, before they leave School and face new challenges in
work, further education or at University.

- People Who Help Us, talking to Coldstream PS P1’s and P2’s all about the Role of the Police,
How they can help in an emergency, how to make a 999 Call and of course a chance to jump
in the Van Cage and try the lights and sirens.

PC Cameron also had the pleasure of attending Book Week at Chirnside PS to speak with the P5’s
about his favourite book, the importance of reading and how it shaped his personality and career.

The Your Police Survey for 2024/25 is still open, the link below gives access. We value your input and
would appreciate your time in completing the survey.

https://consult.scotland.police.uk/strategy-insight-and-innovation/your-police-2024-2025/

The below link gives access to the latest Police document for the Scrutiny Panel for the Police, Fire and
Rescue and Safer Communities Board, which sits every quarter at Scottish Borders Council.

(Public Pack)ltem No. 5 (a) - Police Scotland Agenda Supplement for Police, Fire & Rescue and Safer
Communities Board, 13/12/2023 09:30 (moderngov.co.uk)

Once you click into this link, please scroll down to read the full report. It provides progress and updates
on service matters from Police Scotland as presented by the Local Area Commander Cl Stuart Fletcher.

Local Policing Priorities

Protecting Vulnerable People in a Physical & Digital World
Reducing violence and Anti-Social Behaviour

Reducing acquisitive crime

Improving road safety

Tackling serious and organised crime

ukhwnNRE

Protecting Vulnerable People in a Physical & Digital World

In November 2024 Police in the Scottish Borders attended and were involved with around 189 mental
health related calls, around 14 missing person enquiries and approximately 84 domestic related
incidents.

East Berwickshire had 14 mental health related calls and no missing person enquiries. Due to GDPR
and protection of victims/subjects involved, we are unable to share any more specific information in

relation to these type of call within this report.

Police Scotland work in collaboration with key partners to assist the most vulnerable within the
communities and to provide support.
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https://consult.scotland.police.uk/strategy-insight-and-innovation/your-police-2024-2025/
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Reducing Violence and Anti-Social Behaviour

Assaults

On 03/11/24 report of a female having been assaulted by another female in Renton Terrace.
Female issued with a Recorded Police Warning for assault.

On 17/11/24 report of a male assaulting another male and verbally threatening him in Hinkar Way,
Eyemouth. Male arrested, interviewed and thereafter caution and charged for Threatening and
Abusive Behaviour.

Anti-Social Behaviour

On 03/11/24 report of a female being a nuisance and shouting outside her property in Renton
Terrace, Eyemouth. Officers attended and provided suitable assistance

On 04/11/24 report of males being a nuisance by jumping over a wall in and out of a garden in East
Croftsfield, Chirnside. Officers attended. No trace of malesin area. Advice given.

On 13/11/24 report of a youth causing a disturbance in Haymons Cove, Eyemouth. Male was calm
on police arrival. Youth spoken to and advice given. Relevant paperwork submitted.

On 16/11/24 report of two males fighting in Callercove Crescent, Eyemouth. Nothing ongoing on
police arrival. Area searched, no trace of males.

On 19/11/24 report of a male shouting at a delivery driver and acting in a threatening and abusive
manner towards the male when he had parked in a driveway in Burnmouth area. Enquiries ongoing.
Vandalism/vehicle damage

On 08/11/24 report of a vehicle being scratched with a sharp instrument whilst parked in George
Street, Eyemouth. Enquiries complete.

On 13/11/24 report of oil having been thrown over the windscreen of a vehicle whilst it was parked
in Main Street, West End Chirnside. Enquiries complete.

Reducing Acquisitive Crime
Theft by Housebreaking

On 14/11/24 report of an attempted housebreaking to a property in Whitehall Road, Chirnside.
Crime Report submitted. Enquiries ongoing.

Theft
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On 11/11/24 report of scrap metal and bikes having been taken from a garden in Queens Road,
Eyemouth. Enquiry complete.

On 11/11/24 report of a male filling his vehicle with fuel at the Penny Petroleum, Eyemouth and
driving away without paying. Crime Report submitted. Enquiries ongoing.

On 20/11/24 report of theft from Northfield Terrace, Chirnside. Enquiries ongoing.

Improving Road Safety

On 03/11/2024 — a driver was issued a fine and penalty points for not obeying white lines in
Eyemouth.

Roads Policing carried out a handheld speed enforcement on the Al at Ayton with 5 warnings being
issued.

Tackling Serious and Organised Crime

Serious and organised crime enforcement — November 2024

The Scottish Borders CID Proactive Unit executed 6 Drug Warrants across the command area during
November, four were positive and 6 persons were charged with drug related offences.

Another industrial sized cannabis cultivation was discovered at a business premises in an industrial
estate in Eyemouth. This had a value conservatively of £895,000 and one male was arrested at this
premises. A report has been sent to the Procurator Fiscal and this was widely reported in local and
national news outlets.

We would like to remind readers of this document that this type of criminality is not only attributed
to disused premises but also to premises owned and rented out by unsuspecting landlords and we
would ask all persons who own such premises to thoroughly complete their due diligence before
renting buildings to anyone, particularly if the rent is agreed as cash payments.

A number of stop and searches were also conducted in identified hotspot area where drugs misuse
was prevalent across the Scottish Borders.

Serious and organised crime impacts local communities across the Borders and anyone with
information on criminal activity are asked to contact Police Scotland on 101, report it at any Police
Station or report it anonymously via the Crime Stoppers Charity.

Campaigns

Winter road safety
Winter means changes in the roads, shorter days, and changing weather.
We all have a responsibility to keep Scotland’s roads safe during the winter months.

Advice if you are out walking during winter:
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Dress for the weather by wearing reflective or bright-coloured clothing so other road users
can see you when it is dark, or visibility is poor.

If you are walking home late at night, make sure someone knows where you are going and
when.

Vehicles can take up to ten times longer to stop on slippery road surfaces so take extra care
crossing the road.

Stick to pedestrian crossings.

If there are no crossings nearby, find a place with a clear view and wait for long gaps in the
traffic before crossing the road.

Don't cross the road between parked vehicles, unless it can't be avoided then take extra care
(look out for vehicles that suddenly pull out or reverse)

Never cross the road behind a bus.

If there is no pavement, keep to the right-hand side of the road so you can see traffic coming
towards you.

Advice to consider if you are cycling during winter:
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Make sure your bike can be seen by people on the road.

Use a good set of front and rear lights (white at the front, red at the back)

Wear clothes that help you be seen on your bike, such as bright and light reflective items
Pay attention to road signs, markings, and particularly red lights.

Do not cycle on the pavements, they may be slippery and can also endanger pedestrians.
Be mindful of the effects poor weather can have on other road users.

Make sure you know about the dangers around you.

Cars can take twice as long to stop in wet weather.

Braking can be unpredictable in ice and snow.

Advice for drivers during winter:

1.
2.
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Make sure your car is ready for winter.

Check that your tyres, brakes, windscreens, wiper blades and windows are free from defects
and clean.

Drive to the road conditions. Road conditions can change without warning, stopping distances
will be affected by the weather.

Make sure your windows are clean and aren't misted up.

Make sure there is no snow and ice on your windows before you drive.

When the roads are icy, drive at a slow speed in a high gear.

Accelerate and brake very gently.

Driving distracted (for example, using a Sat Nav) can cause additional stress. It is dangerous to
yourself, passengers, and other road users.

CAT Update:

ROAD SAFETY — SBCAT have continued carrying out road checks in numerous locations in the
Scottish Borders.

On the 18™ of November CAT officers completed a joint static road check with traffic officers. One
driver failed the roadside drug test and was arrested. Another had his vehicle seized as it was in a
dangerous state of repair.

Speed checks have been completed in several towns near to schools along with foot patrols looking
for parking issues at drop off and pick up times, including Newcastleton.

OFFICIAL



OFFICIAL

PARKING TICKETS — Officers have been carrying out high visibility enforcement across the Borders
and addressing parking concerns there.

Passing attention was given to Galashiels, Selkirk, Kelso and Duns.

RURAL ACQUISITIVE CRIME — We carry out high visibility mobile patrols across rural areas at varying
times while completing static road checks. A number of static road checks were completed this
month

On the 13™ of November the CAT took part in Operation Checkpoint. This is an operation across the
North and England and South of Scotland targeting cross border rural acquisitive crime. Several
vehicles were stopped but no offences were detected.

ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR — High visibility patrols have continued in targeted areas of the Scottish
Borders to address concerns highlighted as per our taskings. This includes outside Jedburgh Sheriff
Court on Monday court days.

In response to the ongoing ASB in Burnfoot at Morrison’s on Mart Street in Hawick the CAT have
been doing plain clothes patrols on the after-school bus from Mart Street up to Burnfoot. During one
of these patrols on the 13 of November officers witnessed youths shouting abuse at a family with
disabilities. Upon trying to stop the youths they ran off the bus and after a foot chase they stopped
them. The youth shouting the abuse was taken home to his parents and he was reported via the
vulnerable persons database for a disability hate crime.

During the evening of Saturday 23™ of November CAT officers attended several calls in Hawick and
Newtown St Boswells for youths throwing snowballs at homes of vulnerable people. Although the
youths made off from police, many were identified and their details were passed to the ASB unit.

As we enter the festive season we have increased our checks of licensed premises especially on
Friday and Saturday evenings over the last month.

PROTECTING VULNERABLE PEOPLE — During the previous month several priority arrest warrants
were issued by the courts in Jedburgh and Selkirk. These were for individuals who pose a risk to their
ex-partners or the public. These are allocated to the CAT to ensure they are arrested as quickly as
possible. 3 have been arrested by the CAT this month. With several others handing themselves in
after the CAT made enquiries with their family, friends or employer.

DRUG ENFORCEMENT -

On the 12 of November the SBCAT conducted an MDA search in Kelso along with response officers.
Unknown tablets were recovered along with a personal amount of cannabis.

On the 21°* of November the SBCAT joined a team of over 30 officers from across the South of
Scotland and Cumbria Police. This was to execute a series of MDA search warrants in the Borders as
part of an enquiry which has taken years to investigate and was targeting a male involved in serious
and organised crime. About an hour later the male was traced by 2 of the CAT and arrested. They
subsequently found that he was found to be in possession of 5kg of cannabis. The quick arrest
prevented him for destroying any evidence.

Feedback from a meeting/contacting your Community Policing Team
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Anyone with information relating to any criminal activity can contact Police Scotland by dialling 101
or alternatively anonymously by calling CRIMESTOPPERS on 0800 555111.

Should the Community Council wish to discuss any matters highlighted in the report, please contact:

EastBerwickshireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk

We will endeavour to provide you with this information, however some information is sensitive and
as an organisation we have to ensure compliance with GDPR.
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