ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON

COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at

Abbey St Bathans Village Hall on
28t November 2024 at 7.30pm

Approval of Minutes:

e Minutes of the meeting of 26/09/24 were previously
approved by email circulation.

Ref | Present: K Dickson (Chair & Secretary), D Repsch (Treasurer), | Action
V Dobie,
P Chandler, C Dobie, H Goldie-Scot, C Dickson (Minutes), Clir
Moffat
Guests:
1. | Introduction & Apologies:
J Dobie
2. | Clirs Moffat & Greenwell:
e Trail Bikes — There have been further reports of trail bike | Clir M
activity at Monynut, including sheep worrying. HGS
requested details of incidents logged with the Police. Clir
M agreed to share Police contact details of with HGS.
Clir M to speak to a Monynut resident regarding
engaging the support of an MSP.
e Speeding in Preston —CC noted that there has been KD
some improvement following the installation of a digital
speed sign at the west end of Preston Village. It was
agreed that KD should write to SBC to thank them for
their support and that this item could now be removed
from the agenda.
e Dog Fouling in Preston — Dog fouling problems continue
in Preston Village. KD has written to the local landowner
and is awaiting a response.
¢ Stone Bank Bridge — HGS raised concern that the straw Clir M
bales placed by the bridge for the JC Rally haven’t been
removed. Furthermore, the bridge has sustained damage
from a collision. Clir M agreed to investigate.
3. | Matters Arising:




Action Point Update:

Please see Action Point Log

Agenda Iltems

Winter Fuel Support Exercise — CC discussed a proposal
to run another Winter Fuel exercise. All were in favour of
running an exercise on the same terms as previous
years. KD to compete funding application.
Remembrance Sunday - The Remembrance Ceremony
held in Preston Village on 10/11/24 was well attended by
residents. The CC expressed their thanks to Kenneth
McLean for leading the service and the Piper John
Nesbit. Thanks also go the DR for providing catering
after the service.

Paths Maintenance Grant — KD reminded CC members
that invoices for the SBC Paths Maintenance Grant

need to be submitted by 13/12/24. 1t was agreed that we
will not be in a position to meet this deadline, KD agreed
to write to SBC to advise them that we would not be
submitting a bid this time.

KD

KD

Crystal Rig IV and Solar.

No updates available.

Lees Hill Renewable Energy Park

It was noted that a number of objections have been
raised and a final decision in expected in February 2025.

Local Place Plan

KD advised that that a Community Housing Report
specific to the ABPCC area has now been received. This
will be circulated to CC members and KD will pass any
comments to Wendy Reid for consideration.

SBC has confirmed that they will provide funding of
£6000.00 towards the production of our Local Place
Plan. As the overall consultancy cost is anticipated to be
£10,000.00. CC members agreed that a request for the
shortfall should be made to PACT by KD.

KD

KD

Chair’s / Secretary’s Report:

KD advised that it was necessary to extend the hosting
provision for the ABPC website to ensure that existing
email addresses can be maintained. The cost of the
hosting for 2024 to 2025 is £75.00. The cost was met
from the SBC Maintenance Grant.

KD advised that he had attended the Abbey St Bathans
Village Hall AGM. A St B Village Hall Committee




members expressed their thanks to ABPCC for funding
received during the previous 12 months.

o KD shared the sad news that our previous Secretary and
friend Allister Hart died on 16/11/24. The CC agreed to
send flowers to Sally Hart as a sign of their condolences.

10.

Treasurer’s Report:

e The Triodos bank balance available as of 31 October
2024, after deduction of unpaid Grants was £15,717.50.

o A further payment of £16,661.68 was received from
Crystal Rig Wind Farm.

ABPCC Financial
Statement for Year En

1.

PACT Summary:

e VD raised the issue of Aikengall lla and the fact that no
community benefit funding has yet been received since
its inception in 2021. It was agreed that CC should write
to the wind farm owner, Community Windpower, to
enquire about any payment that may be due. VD to draft
a note for KD signature.

VD
KD

12

Grants Subcommittee Report

e A copy of the latest Grant Subcommittee Report was
made available to CC members.

13.

Funding Applications:

o Beehive Project — The application for £1300.00 was
considered by correspondence. CC members decided
not to approve the request as they felt there was
insufficient benefit to our residents.

14.

Reports from Grant Recipients:

e KD advised that very positive feedback had been
received from a number of grant recipients. These will be
circulated to CC members and included on the COABP
website.

15.

Resilient Communities:

e PC highlighted that due to the temporary closure of
Preston Village Hall, it will not be available to use as a
warm hub during winter 2024/25, should one be
required.




16.

Planning & Licensing:

CC had previously requested clarification on the
proposed development on land east of Kirkwell House,
Preston Road, Duns. It was noted that this development
will no longer go ahead.

17.

AOB:

CD suggested that CC may want to offer advanced
driving lessons to residents. CC agreed this was worth
further consideration and VD suggested this should be
added to the next PACT agenda for their consideration.
VD advised that work is ongoing to produce a logo for
COABP. This will be circulated in due course.

HGS referenced a recent document received from SBC
regarding changes to speed limits outside of the CC
area. CC agreed that any comments should be made on
an individual basis rather that from the CC.

DR raised concerns over the accuracy of the local
address list used for CC and PACT postal
communications. DR will issue the list to CC members to
consider any amendments that may be required.

DR suggested that a Burns Night Supper could be held
on 25/01/25 at Abbey St Bathans Village Hall for the
local community. CC agreed with the idea and suggested
that PACT should be approached for funding. KD agreed
to organise a Piper if the event is to go ahead.

DR

KD

18.

Dates & Venues of Future Meetings:

e 23/01/25 by Zoom

e 27/03/25 by Zoom

e 22/05/25 Abbey St Bathans Village Hall
o 24/07/24 Preston Village Hall

o 25/09/25 Abbey St Bathans Village Hall

e 27/11/25 Preston Village Hall — to include AGM




