
 
 

ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held by Zoom 
on 23rd January 2025 at 7.30pm 

 

Ref Present: K Dickson (Chair & Secretary), D Repsch (Treasurer),  
P Chandler, C Dobie, C Dickson (Minutes), Cllr Moffat  
Guests:  

Action 

1. Introduction & Apologies:  
 
V Dobie, J Dobie, H Goldie-Scot 

 

2. Cllrs Moffat & Greenwell: 
 

• Trail Bikes – As there have been a number of further 
incidents in the Monynut area, it was agreed that CC 
should write directly to Police Scotland to express their 
concerns. KD will progress this. 

• Dog Fouling in Preston – As the problem appears to be 
escalating it was decided that the CC should create a 
mail drop to residents in both the Preston & Cumledge 
Mill areas. DR agreed to take this forward. 

• Stone Bank Bridge – SBC has inspected the bridge and 
concluded that it is generally safe. Funding is currently 
unavailable for the repair but may become available in 
the next financial year. No further action is required by 
the CC unless there is further deterioration of the bridge. 
 

 
 
KD 
 
 
 
DR 

3. Matters Arising:  
 
Approval of Minutes:  
 

• Minutes of the meeting of 28/11/24 were previously 
approved by email circulation. 
 
 

 

4. Action Point Update: 
 

• Please see Action Point Log  

 



5. Agenda Items 
 

• SBC Plan 2025/26. KD asked CC members if they would 
wish to respond the SBC plan individually or collectively 
as a Council. All agreed that if they had comments they 
would respond individually. 

• Review of Non – Financial Support To Community 
Councils – CC has been asked to nominate 2 other CC’s 
from the Berwickshire area to represent them on the 
group reviewing non-financial support to CC’s. From the 
shortlist provided Coldingham CC and Gavinton, Fogo & 
Polwarth CC were selected.  

• Winter Fuel Support Update – At the time of the CC 
meeting there had been just over 130 applications. The 
exercise is running well and lots of positive feedback has 
been received. 

• Burn Supper Update – DR provided an update on plans 
for the Burns Supper which will include a Piper, someone 
to address the Haggis and recitals. It is expected that 47 
residents will attend. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Local Place Plan 
 

• Funding of £6000.00 for consultancy support is available 
from SBC. PACT has agreed to fund any additional 
expenditure which is deemed to be critical to the success 
of the project. The current focus is on obtaining input 
from younger residents and local businesses. It is 
planned to hold an event in March 2025 to feedback 
information gathered to date.  
 

 
 
 

7. Chair’s / Secretary’s Report:  
 

• A request from FORs to attend an ABPCC meeting to 
discuss Crysal Rig 1 repower was recently received. CC 
agreed to request a written update at this stage with an 
option for FORs to attend a meeting in the future, when 
there is something more substantive to discuss.  

• KD advised CC members that A Rosher is no longer a 
co-opted member of ABPCC. 
 

 
 
 

8. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
 

• The Triodos bank balance available as of 31 December 
2024 was £6907.33. 

 

• 

ABPCC Financial 

Statement for Year Ending 31_3_25 - Prepared for Meeting on 23rd January 2025 - Y.End 31.3.25-1.pdf
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

9. PACT Summary:  
 

• It was noted that progress on the redevelopment of 
Preston Village Hall is continuing to schedule. It was 
agreed that any requests for funding to cover additional 

 
 
 



costs incurred by residents as a result of the hall closure, 
should be made using the COABP Grant Application 
Form. 
 

10. Grants Subcommittee Report 

 
• A copy of the latest Grant Subcommittee Report was 

made available to CC members. 
 

 

11.  Funding Applications:  

• Icelandic International Games 2025 – The sum of 
£750.00 was agreed by correspondence. 

• Weightlifting -  An application for £2560.00 to support a 
young resident with costs associated with her 
weightlifting career was discussed.  CC agreed to follow 
the recommendation of the Grant Application 
Subcommittee and award the sum of £1500.00. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

12. Reports from Grant Recipients: 
 

• An updated Funding Report covering the 2024 year for 
both CC and PACT was presented to the Community 
Council. CC agreed that it would be useful for this report 
to also include Quixwood Small Grants that have been 
awarded. CC further agreed that it is not necessary to 
include Village Hall refurbishment and Local Place Plan 
costs in the report. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13. Resilient Communities: 
 

• CC discussed the information that is currently available 
to residents regarding Resilience Coordinators and 
assets. It was agreed that the available assets and 
contact points should be more easily accessible on the 
COABP website. A combined list of assets will be 
created by CC Admin for publication. 
   

 
 
C Dickson 
 

14. Planning & Licensing: 
 

• None 

 
 
 
 

15. AOB: 
 

• Driving Lesson Subsidy – DR raised a question on the 
Driving Lesson Subsidies and whether we should look to 
run another exercise, given how successful the current 
scheme has been. CC agreed that this is a good idea. 
KD will complete a Grant Application Form for 
consideration at the next meeting of ABPCC. 

 
 
KD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

18. Dates & Venues of Future Meetings: 
 

• 27/03/25 by Zoom 
 

• 22/05/25 Abbey St Bathans Village Hall 
 

• 24/07/24 Preston Village Hall  
 

• 25/09/25 Abbey St Bathans Village Hall 
 

• 27/11/25 Preston Village Hall – to include AGM 
 

 
 

 


