ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held by Zoom
on 27" March 2025 at 7.30pm

Ref

Present: K Dickson (Chair & Secretary), V Dobie (Vice Chair), | Action

D Repsch (Treasurer), P Chandler, C Dobie, H Goldie-Scot,
C Dickson (Minutes), Clir Moffat, Clir Greenwell

Guests:

Introduction & Apologies:

J Dobie

Clirs Moffat & Greenwell:

Trail Bikes — Clir M advised that the Police Scotland
Community Action Team has now been disbanded,
however proactive action is ongoing. Feedback from
residents suggests there has been recent improvement.
KD advised that he had written to John Lamont (MP) and
Rachael Hamilton (MSP) regarding this issue and
Rachael Hamilton has agreed to pick this up with Police
Scotland.

Dog Fouling in Preston — DR confirmed that flyers have | KD
been delivered to all houses in the Preston & Cumledge |DR
area. Whilst there has been some improvement the
problem is not completely resolved. KD agreed to speak
to Police Scotland regarding house visits to those people
who continue to offend. DR agreed to investigate the
procurement of additional signage.

Clir G advised the CC that VE Day commemorations will
take place in Kelso on 08/05/25 and all ABPCC residents
are welcome to participate. More information will be
available in the coming weeks.

Matters Arising:

Approval of Minutes:

Minutes of the meeting of 23/01/25 were previously
approved by email circulation.




Action Point Update:

Please see Action Point Log

Agenda Items

AED Training — CC discussed the benefits of another
Life Support Training course. It was agreed that training
should be made available to local employees in addition
to CC residents. DR offered to organise the next training
event.

Winter Fuel Support Review — KD provided an update on
this year's WFS exercise. A total of 179 applications
were received, an increase of 12 on the previous year.
Once again lots of positive feedback was received and
KD expressed his thanks to DR, PC & CD. DR agreed to
include details of the exercise in the next Newsletter.
Jim Clark Rally — KD advised that the current advertised
routes for the next Rally do not involve road closures in
our area.

Duns Summer Festival — CC discussed the usual
practice of offering a financial Patronage to Duns
Summer Festival. It was agreed that the sum of £300.00
should be offered. KD agreed to submit the necessary
funding application.

DR

DR

KD

Local Place Plan

A consultation event with local businesses took place on
18/02/25. A separate event for all residents was held on
07/03/25. In addition, 2 on-line surveys were issued for
younger residents to complete. Information gathered has
contributed to a draft plan which will be lodged with SBC
on 31/03/25. There will then be a 28 day consultation
period which will allow all residents the opportunity to
comment on the draft plan.

Chair’s / Secretary’s Report:

KD advised that the annual Zoom subscription has been
renewed at a cost of £155.88.

Treasurer’s Report:

The Triodos bank balance available as of 28/02/25 was
£13,787.85.

ABPCC Financial
Statement for Year En




PACT Summary:

It was noted that progress on the redevelopment of
Preston Village Hall is continuing to schedule.

10.

Grants Subcommittee Report

A copy of the latest Grant Subcommittee Report was

made available to CC members.

1.

Funding Applications:

Kezie / Burnhouses Farm AED — Purchase and
installation of an AED was previously approved by
correspondence. The device has now been received and
will be delivered to Kezie Ltd on 28/03/25.

Driving Lesson Subsidy — Following the successful 2024
initiative to subsidise driving lesson, it was agreed to run
another exercise. A discussion followed to clarify
qualifying conditions. These were agreed as follows:

x £200.00 per application, per exercise. i.e. if someone
claimed under the 2024 exercise they can claim again in
2025 if lessons are ongoing

x Driving lessons for the conversion of International
Licence to UK Licence is acceptable

x Driving lessons for conversion of Automatic Licence to
Manual Licence is acceptable.

Tractor Licences are not included but any resident
wishing to undertake such a specialist course should be
encouraged to make an individual grant application. The
application for £2000.00 was approved pending referral
to FORs.

AED Replacement Pads — The sum of £553.80 was
approved to cover the cost of replacement AED pads.

Berwickshire High School Graduation — An application
was received from a Student at BHS for a contribution
towards this year’s Graduation Event. There are
currently 5 graduating students residing within the CC
area, and it was agreed that a contribution of £100.00
towards the event should be offered to the applicant.
N.B. Subsequent to the meeting it was confirmed that
following a local donation, the funding application is no
longer required.

12.

Reports from Grant Recipients:.

None




13.

Resilient Communities:

e PC advised that she is currently corresponding with SBC
regarding concerns about drainage in the Preston /
Cumledge area.

14. | Planning & Licensing:
e None
15. | AOB:
¢ DR informed the CC that the SBC Planning Officer is
raising a number of objections to the Lees Hill Wind
Farm planning application.
18. | Dates & Venues of Future Meetings:

e 22/05/25 Abbey St Bathans Village Hall
e 24/07/24 Preston Village Hall

e 25/09/25 Abbey St Bathans Village Hall

e 27/11/25 Preston Village Hall — to include AGM




