
 
 

ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Preston Village Hall  
on 24th July 2025 at 7.30pm 

 

Ref Present: K Dickson (Chair & Secretary), P Chandler, J Dobie, C 
Dobie, D Repsch, H Goldie Scot, C Dickson, Cllr Moffat. 
 
Guests: C Vaughan, K Wilkie, L Wilkie, D Pate, E Burns. 
 

Action 

1. Introduction & Apologies:  
 
KD welcomed everyone to the meeting. He noted that a number 
of guests had joined specifically for the agenda item relating to 
the proposed wind farm at Monashee and with the agreement of 
those present moved this item to be the first for discussion. 
 
Apologies from the following people were noted: 
 
C Dobie 

 

2. Cllr Moffat: 
 

• Proposed wind farm at Monashee – KD advised that 
since the last meeting he had approached the SBC 
Planning Department to seek an extension to the date for 
comments. SBC advised that they would not formally 
extend the date but that comments could be submitted 
right up until the date of the Planning Committee meeting 
held to discuss the application. SBC also confirmed that 
they had met their statutory obligations in terms of writing 
to residents near to the development and placing adverts 
in newspapers. Cllr M advised that he did not have a 
date for the Planning Committee meeting where this 
application is to be discussed, however he thought it was 
likely to be towards the end of the Calender year. 
 

• KD advised that Mailchimp and Facebook notifications 
have been issued advising residents that they still have 
time to comment and a Maildrop has now been 
organised with a note going to each property in the 
ABPCC area. 

 

• The meeting discussed the merits of running a poll of 
residents to seek their views on the wind farm 
development which could then be used to inform a CC 
response to the SBC Planning Department. It was 
agreed that the resident response rate was likely to be 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



low and that this was not a worthwhile option at this 
stage. 
 

• Residents who live close to the proposed development 
have raised concerns about the accuracy of the planning 
submission which they feel omits key information and 
does not fully represent the impact that the development 
will have on residents. It was agreed that those residents 
who have these concerns will provide a collated list to 
KD who will draft a note from the CC to SBC. A draft of 
the note will be circulated to those present at the meeting 
before being issued.  
 
 
Following the Monashee discussion all guests except E 
Burns left the meeting. 
 

• Trail Bikes – No new reports have been received. HGS 
asked if a list of contacts from the public to Police 
Scotland over the last two years has been made 
available. Cllr M advised that this has not been received. 
KD agreed to write to his Police Scotland contact to 
request this information. 
 

• Dog Fouling in Preston – DR advised the situation 
appears to have improved, it has been mentioned in the 
latest Newsletter and signs have been installed. It was 
agreed to take this off the agenda as a standing item. CC 
members felt that it would be useful to issue periodic 
reminders to residents and KD agreed to organise 
Mailchimp and Facebook notifications. 
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3. Matters Arising:  
 
Approval of Minutes:  
 

• Minutes of the meeting of 22/05/25 were previously 
approved by email circulation. 
 

 

4. Action Point Update: 
 

• Please see Action Point Log  

 

5. Agenda Items 
 

• Monashee Wind Farm – see section 2 for update 
 

• Proposed New Woodlands. CC discussed a paper that 
had been previously circulated by JD relating to 
proposed tree planting near to Blackerstone Farm . This 
will provide shelter and shade for livestock and be a 
source of timber and habitats for a more diverse range of 
wildlife. CC members confirmed that they had no 
objections to the proposed woodland. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Preston Cemetery – Headstone Repair. PC had 
previously raised concerns regarding headstones in 
Preston Cemetery that had been placed on the ground 
by SBC because of safety concerns. The cost of 
reinstating each headstone is estimated to be between 
£300 and £600. CC agreed that further investigations 
should be made to see if there would be any objections 
to APBCC/PACT providing the funding to reinstate the 
headstones. It was accepted that this would also have to 
include Bonkyl and Abbey cemeteries. KD agreed to 
write to SBC to obtain more information. 
 
It was also noted that the information board in the 
cemetery had become damaged and was now very 
difficult to read, KD agreed to include this in his note to 
SBC. 
 

KD 

6. Local Place Plan 
 

• KD advised that the consultation period has now been 
concluded. Feedback was received from two local 
residents and comments were also received about 
including information relating to the Borders Greenway 
which is being developed by SBC. Wendy Reid is 
working to incorporate comments before the plan is 
submitted to SBC, Wendy has also agreed to continue in 
her role leading on the LPP development for our area.  
 

• It is planned to hold a workshop in September for CC/ 
PACT members and key stakeholders to develop a 
delivery plan based on the LPP. This will also include 
input from the work that was commissioned to look at the 
social housing issues in the area.  

•  

 
 
 

7. Chair’s / Secretary’s Report:  
 

• All items covered elsewhere in the agenda 
 

 
 
 

8. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
 

• The Triodos bank balance available as of 30/06/25 was 
£23,459.09. The Financial Statement is attached, 
however this does not include the latest community 
benefit receipt from Fred Olsen Renewables of 
£13,909.88. 
 
 

ABPCC Financial 

Statement for Year Ending 31_3_26 - Prepared for Meeting on 24_07_2025 - Y.End 31.3.26.pdf
 

 

• As previously agreed by the CC the annual accounts will 
no longer be audited by an accountant as this is not 
required by SBC. Instead, DR has arranged for them to 
be examined at a cost of £40.00 which is a significant 

 
 
 
 
 



saving, 
 

• CC expressed their thanks to DR for putting the new 
approach in place and for the preparation of the financial 
documentation. 

9. PACT Summary:  
 

• VD advised that a discussion had taken place with 
Quixwood Wind Farm owners who would be happy for 
the CC to apply to the Small Grant Fund for the costs 
associated with the 2025/26 Winter Fuel Exercise. CC 
agreed that the amount of the payment to individuals and 
employees should be increased to £150.00, however 
they noted that this is based on the funds currently 
available and cannot be guaranteed every year. VD 
agreed to complete an application on behalf of CC. 
 

• VD confirmed that Quixwood Wind Farm have also 
agreed to fund the 2025/26 swimming subsidies. 
 

• A speculative application for funding has been made by 
PACT for a solar array for a local business. Until the 
outcome of the funding application is known no further 
activity will be undertaken by PACT. 

 
 
VD 

10. Grants Subcommittee Report 

 
• A copy of the latest Grant Subcommittee Report was 

made available to CC members. 
 

 

11.  Funding Applications 

• No funding applications were presented for discussion. 

 
 
 

12. Reports from Grant Recipients: 
 

• CC discussed the positive feedback that had been 
received from the local resident who had been supported 
by ABPCC to pursue their competitive swimming journey 
and also noted that one local resident who had received  
a driving lessons subsidy had now passed their driving 
test. 

•  

 

13. Resilient Communities: 
 

• CC discussed a draft asset register that contained details 
of the resilience equipment held at locations within the 
community. It was agreed that the asset register, once 
complete, should be placed on the coabp website so it 
can be accessed by residents. CC felt this was a good 
opportunity to highlight to residents the type of 
equipment that is available and encourage more areas 
within the community to set up resilience groups. VD 
agreed to draft a note for circulation to the community. 
 

 
 
VD 



 

 

• PC highlighted that the resilience call tree also needs to 
be updated at some point  

14. Planning & Licensing: 
 

• None 

 
 
 
 

15. AOB: 
 

• HGS provided positive feedback on the Duns Rideout 
event which he had attended on behalf of ABPCC.   
 

• PC raised a number of issues with Preston Village Hall 
identified since the redevelopment. It was agreed that 
the Preston Village Hall Committee should submit 
funding applications for any work or equipment that is 
now felt to be required. 
 

• VD asked if future meetings could start at 7pm, This was 
agreed. 
 

• Elaine Burns highlighted an issue with a farm 
track/footpath in Preston village that requires repair. KD 
agreed to pick this up with SBC. 

•  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KD 

18. Dates & Venues of Future Meetings: 
 

• 25/09/25 Abbey St Bathans Village Hall 
 

• 27/11/25 Preston Village Hall – to include AGM 
 

 


