ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Abbey St Bathans

Village Hall on 28th November 2024 at 7pm

Ref Present: K Dickson (Chair & Secretary) V Dobie (Vice Chair), D Repsch Action
(Treasurer), P Chandler, C Dobie, H Goldie-Scot, C Dickson (Minutes), Clir
D Moffat,
Apologies: J Dobie

1. Election office bearers:
K Dickson opened the meeting by welcoming the attendees.
K Dickson proceeded with the election of office bearers. He invited
nominations for:
Chair — K Dickson election was proposed by P Chandler and seconded by
V Dobie — Elected
Secretary — K Dickson election was proposed by D Repsch and seconded
by H Goldie-Scot — Elected.
Treasurer — D Repsch election was proposed by K Dickson and seconded
by P Chandler — Elected.
Clir Moffat arrived at this point in the meeting.

1a. Co-opted Members:
Co-opted Member — A Rosher confirmed his continuing role with ABPCC by
correspondence following the meeting.
Co-opted Member — M Lamond confirmed her continuing role with ABPCC
by correspondence following the meeting.

2. | Report by the Chairperson on the Council’s activities for the previous

year.

In the second year of this newly elected Community Council we have
continued to meet every two months. Two ordinary meetings took
place on the virtual platform Zoom, and four ordinary meetings were
held in person. No extraordinary meetings have been necessary in
the last 12 months.




We have been lucky to have the support of Victoria Dobie as Vice
Chair and Dianne Repsch as Treasurer. Carol Dickson has continued
in her role of ‘Minutes Secretary and Administrative support’,
receiving an honorarium funded by the Crystal Rig Community
Benefit Fund for her work.

As ever, over the last year the Community Council has discussed a
wide variety of concerns, and with the assistance of our Scottish
Borders Council representatives Councillor Donald Moffat, Councillor
John Greenwell and Councillor Mark Rowley we have worked on
topics including:

e Road safety and speeding concerns in Preston village

¢ Dog fouling complaint in Preston village

o Graffiti at Cumledge Bridge

¢ Preston Cemetery remediation work and Parking issues

e Preston phone box adoption

e Littering on the A6112

¢ lllegal trail bike activity in the area.

e Support for Reivers week, and presentation of rosettes

e Support for Remembrance Day

¢ Information on road closures have been circulated via
Facebook and our mailing list

e Road repairs

¢ Maintained and purchased additional Community Defibrillators

e Organised First Aid training

e Provided comment on planning applications

e Contributed to negotiations with local wind farm developers

During the year the ABPCC website became part of a community
website (www.coabp.org) and this now allows easy access to
everything that is going on in the community, avoids duplication of
activity and features a single grant application form covering all of the
funds administered by ABPCC and PACT.

A grant application sub-committee has been established by Victoria
Dobie to consider new grant applications and make
recommendations to ABPCC and PACT. The sub-committee includes
two residents from the ABPCC area who are not ABPCC or PACT
members and this allows a wider perspective to be applied in the
consideration of the grants.

Communications with the community have also been streamlined
with the introduction of a Community of Abbey St Bathans, Bonkyl
and Preston Mailchimp service and Facebook page.

Throughout the year the Community Council has continued to
develop a closer working relationship with PACT and played an
integral part in the organisation and delivery of community events.
We are committed to working with PACT to ensure that we
collectively understand the needs and priorities of our community.
One key component of this is the development of a Local Place Plan



http://www.coabp.org/

for our area and we are supporting the work that PACT has
commissioned ensuring that any activities relevant to ABPCC are
picked up and actioned.

At our meetings, and at times by email between meetings,
applications to the Crystal Rig Wind Farm Community Fund were
discussed, and the applications approved in the year since the last
AGM are shown at Annex 1.

Of these approved funding applications, not all the funds have been
required or paid as yet. This has been a busy year for applications
and by far the biggest grant paid was for the Winter Fuel Exercise,
which in its second year received very positive feedback from
residents. Special thanks go to Dianne Repsch and Pip Chandler for
managing a high volume of winter fuel payments over a short period
of time and to Carol Dickson for putting the administrative
arrangements in place.

Our Community Council Treasurer, Dianne Repsch continues to
manage the CC accounts and all our financial transactions with great
efficiency. In addition, Dianne has delivered a significant number of
community events based on feedback received from residents with
much positive feedback received.

The Resilient Community Co-ordinators, Hamish Goldie-Scot,
Charlotte Dobie, Pip Chandler and Susan Hobkirk continue to
communicate with their own areas and support us as required, for
which we are very grateful.

On behalf of our community, the Chair would like to thank the
members of the Community Council who have attended meetings
and supported the Community Council over this last year, Pip
Chandler, Charlotte Dobie, James Dobie, Victoria Dobie, Dianne
Repsch and Hamish Goldie-Scot.

Keith Dickson, ABPCC Chair

28/11/2024
Annex 1
Application | Purpose Amount Agreed
Date
12/11/2023 | Cumledge Community Resilience £ 576.44
Shed
04/12/2023 | Winter Fuel Support Payment £22,724.25
18/12/2023 | Driving Lessons Subsidy £ 2,000.00
30/12/2023 | Life Support Training £ 335.00
05/01/2024 | Icelandic Games Support for £ 750.00
Resident
08/01/2024 | Life Guard Qualification £ 225.00
17/01/2024 | Lotus Green Therapy Vouchers £ 200.00
17/01/2024 | Duns Dogs Agility £ 210.00
23/01/2024 | Spanish Exchange Trip £ 400.00




29/02/2024 | Repair to Preston Village Hall AED | £ 54.00
Heater
18/03/2024 | Support for resident to attend the £ 500.00
Scottish National Age Group
Swimming Championships
19/03/2024 | Preston Community Café Hall Hire £ 240.00
09/04/2024 | Highland Coos 1 £ 260.00
14/05/2024 | Photography Presentation £ 72.00
14/05/2024 | Beginners Watercolour Workshop £ 474.00
14/05/2024 | Stained Glass Flower Workshop £ 474.00
14/05/2024 | Highland Coos 2 £ 264.00
16/05/2024 | Reivers Week Support £ 300.00
22/05/2024 | Preston Art Club - Adults £ 1,240.00
06/06/2024 | Botanical Print Workshop £ 250.00
12/06/2024 | National Youth Brass Band support | £ 350.00
for resident
28/07/2024 | Community Ceilidh £ 75.00
29/08/2024 | Life Guard Qualification £ 225.00
11/09/2024 | AED for Cockburn Farm £ 2,055.00
18/09/2024 | Additional Swimmig Subsidies £ 866.25
Total £35,119.94

The scrutinised / approved Annual Abstract of Accounts:

D Repsch presented the examined accounts report provided by the
Auditors. The accounts were discussed and approved by CC members.

Report to be forwarded to SBC.

Appointment of Auditors:

CC members discussed the current costs of the approved Auditors. It was
agreed that D Repsch would investigate alternatives that may provide
greater value for money.

Agreement to Abide by The SBC Code of Conduct for Community
Councils

K Dickson asked if all Community Councillors present agreed to abide by
the Scottish Borders Council Code of Conduct for Community Councils. All
present agreed to abide.

NB. Subsequent to the meeting J Dobie confirmed that he will continue to
abide by the Code of Conduct.




The two Co-opted Members not in attendance were contacted by email
after the AGM and also agreed to abide by the Code of Conduct.

AOB

Subsequent to the meeting the 2023 AGM Minutes were agreed by
correspondence.

Subsequent to the AGM a decision was taken by CC members to appoint a
Vice Chair. PC nominated VD to take on the role and this was seconded by
CD. VD was happy to accept the position.




