ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Abbey St Bathans Village
Hall
on 25" September 2025 at 7.00 pm

Ref | Present: K Dickson (Chair & Secretary), P Chandler, J Dobie, C | Action
Dobie, C Dickson.

1. | Introduction & Apologies: KD
KD welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies from the following people were noted:

C Dobie, D Repsch, Hamish Goldie Scot & Donald Moffat

KD agreed to write to the current coopted member to confirm
that they wish to continue in that role.

2. | Monashee Wind Farm

o KD advised that the earliest date for the proposed
Monashee Wind Farm proposal to go to the SBC
Planning Committee is 8 December 2025. The Mailshots
advising residents that there is still time to comment on
the proposal have now been distributed by CC members
and one response has been received with a request that
the CC submit to SBC on the resident’s behalf.

e VD asked if any of the residents were planning on taking | KD
the opportunity to speak during the planning committee
meeting and if not whether someone from the CC should
offer to do that. KD agreed to write to the residents who
had previously attended the CC meeting to ask what
their current plans are.

e VD provided an update on discussions with the
Monashee Wind Farm agents with regard to Community
Benefits if the Wind Farm is approved. It is proposed that
any benefits would be paid directly to the community and
split between ABPCC, Grantshouse, Reston and
Auchencrow Community Councils. VD has highlighted to
the developer that the proposal is very controversial and
that detailed discussions on community benefits can only
take place should the proposal be approved.




Trail Bikes

There have been further reports of incidents in August,
HGS has agreed to find out if they have been reported to
Police Scotland by the residents. Police Scotland has
advised that they don’t have a log of incidents reported
over the last 3 years as requested by HGS. If this
information is required an FOI request will need to be
made, KD will update HGS.

KD

Matters Arising:

Approval of Minutes:

Minutes of the meeting of 24/07/25 were approved at the
meeting.

Action Point Update:

Please see Action Point Log

Agenda Items

Preston Footpath/Track Repair — KD has spoken to SBC
regarding the track opposite the bull field. SBC has said
that it’s not their responsibility but that the annual
maintenance grant can be used for repairs on private
land. KD agreed to write to the landowner to discuss the
repairs.

Preston Cemetery — SBC has confirmed that they don’t
have an issue with CC funding the repair of the
headstones that have been laid flat for safety reasons.
They have offered to get a ballpark estimate from a local
stonemason to undertake this work and if they have
records of the sponsors of the plots they will write out to
them if CC plan to fund this work. They also suggested
that CC should issue a local communication note to see
if there are any objections from within the community. KD
to ask SBC to go ahead and obtain the quotes.

KD will also check the position with Abbey Kirk to see if
there are any headstones there requiring repair.

With regard to the damaged information board in Preston
Cemetery KD advised that he has identified someone
who can replace the board and is waiting for a quote.

Remembrance Sunday — KD advised that the
Remembrance Sunday events will take place on 9
November this year. CC agreed that they would
purchase a wreath on behalf of the community, and
arrange for someone to lead the service with a Piper in
attendance. Refreshments will be made available in the
village hall afterwards.

KD

KD




Speeding in Law View/The Anvil Preston — A resident
has raised an issue about speeding in Law View/The
Anvil. KD has approached SBC who have stated that
they don’t have any obligation to implement traffic
calming measures. Police Scotland has advised that they
would be happy to carry out speed checks on the street.
CC discussed whether a maildrop to residents
highlighting the issue would be appropriate. It was felt
that signage on the street would be better and speed
calming measures are the only things that slow traffic
down. KD agreed to go back to SBC to ask if traffic
calming measures (speed bumps) could be implemented
if they are paid for by the Community Council.

Crystal Rig 1 Repower — KD advised that Fred Olsen
Renewables (FoRs) had been in touch to say that the
planning application for the Crystal Rig 1 Repower has
now been submitted. There was a discussion around the
proposed community benefits and VD agreed to contact
FoRs to get more information about the proposal. KD
agreed to arrange for a communication to be issued to
residents setting out details of the planning application.

KD

VD
KD

Local Place Plan

KD provided an update on the recent planning event
where attendees looked at prioritising the projects within
the LPP. A division of activities between PACT and CC
was starting to emerge. It was agreed that CC should
pick this up again once the lower level plan has been
produced and that it would be useful to have as much
detail as possible available to include at the forthcoming
PACT and CC AGM’s.

Chair’s | Secretary’s Report:

KD advised that the sum of £75.00 has been paid by the
CC to renew the ABPCC domain name which will allow
the continued use of ABPCC related e mail addresses
for the next 12 months.

A request has been received from Annette McGraith the
Chief Officer with BAVS to attend one of the future CC
meetings. It was agreed that this would be useful and
that KD will invite Annette to the January 2026 meeting
as more members will be in attendance.

KD

Treasurer’s Report:

The Triodos bank balance available as of 31/08/25 was
£18,029.75

ABPCC Financial
Statement for Year En




PACT Summary:

Preston Village Hall phase 2 which covers the
Renewable element is subject to a response to a CARES
grant application.

The Abbey Solar proposition is currently waiting for a
response as to whether it will be possible to connect the
solar array to the grid.

10.

Grants Subcommittee Report

A copy of the latest Grant Subcommittee Report was
made available to CC members.

1.

Funding Applications

No funding applications were presented for discussion.

12

Reports from Grant Recipients:

No feedback has been received from recipients.

13.

Resilient Communities:

CC discussed the draft communication note that had
been prepared by VD. It was agreed that this should be
developed further to make residents aware of key
contacts some of which may be within SBC and to help
them prepare for adverse events. The COABP website is
seen as a good place to hold much of the information
although it was noted that in some instances it may also
be worth having paper based information available to
counter issues with power cuts. VD agreed to develop
the communications further.

KD advised that a Zoom call was being set up by SBC to
discuss issues that arose during the recent water
disruption. It was agreed that residents should be asked
if they have any feedback, KD will arrange for a note to
be issued.

VD

KD

14.

Planning & Licensing:

A recent planning application relating to The Bothy at
Abbey St Bathans had previously been circulated with no
objections raised by CC members.

15.

AOB:

PC advised that she would will not be able to attend the
next meeting on November 2025.




18.

Dates & Venues of Future Meetings:

e 27/11/25 Preston Village Hall — to include AGM




