
 
 

ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Preston Village Hall  
on 27th November 2025 at 7.30 pm 

 

Ref Present: K Dickson (Chair & Secretary), V Dobie, J Dobie, C 
Dobie, H Goldie-Scot, C Dickson. 
 
Cllr D Moffat, Cllr J Greenwell 
 
Guests: I McCready, T McCready, D Pate, K Wilkie, R Arthurs 
 

Action 

1. Introduction & Apologies:  
 
KD welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 
Apologies from the following people were noted: 
 
P Chandler (Treasurer) 
 

KD 

2. Monashee Wind Farm 
 

• KD advised the meeting that the Monashee Wind Farm 
applicant is now going to provide a revised scheme to 
address concerns raised in consultation comments. They 
intend to submit this to SBC in early February 2026 who 
will then run a re-consultation (including public re-
consultation). SBC has agreed with the Applicant that 
they will target taking the application to the April 20th 
2026 Planning and Building Standards Committee 
meeting.  

 

• Concern was raised at the CC meeting that there is very 
little time between the resubmission and proposed 
meeting date to consider the changes that have been 
made to the application and provide comments. It is not 
clear at this stage what the changes are likely to be and 
whether they will be highlighted as part of the new set of 
documentation. 
 

• It was agreed that a list of concerns about this new 
approach should be sent to KD who will collate and pass 
them to Cllr Greenwell. Cllr Greenwell agreed that he 
would speak directly to the SBC Planning Department 
and seek answers to the questions raised. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KD 
Cllr JG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Trail Bikes 
 

• There continues to be reports of off-road bikes on private 
land in the Monynut area. HGS has agreed to raise an 
FOI with Police Scotland to obtain details of all incidents 
that have been logged over the last two years. Once this 
information is available CC will discuss next steps. 

 
 
HGS 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Matters Arising:  
 
Approval of Minutes:  
 

• Minutes of the meeting of 28/09/2025 were approved 
previously by correspondence. 
 

 

4. Action Point Update: 
 

• Please see Action Point Log  

 

5. Agenda Items 
 

• CC discussed the arrangements for Memorial Tea for 
Dianne Repsch which will be held at Preston Village Hall 
on 28/11/2025 between 4pm and 6pm. CC members 
were asked to forward any memories they would like to 
be included in a book which is being created to KD. 
 

• Preston Footpath/Track Repair – KD has spoken to the 
landowner who would be happy for the CC to fund the 
repairs. KD asked for CC views on how to take this 
forward as a repair to the complete track could be 
expensive. It was agreed that KD should speak to the 
resident who raised concerns to better understand the 
repairs required to make the footpath useable by all. 
 

• Preston Cemetery – SBC has provided a quotation from 
one of their approved stonemasons for the repair of the 
seven headstones in Preston Cemetery that have been 
laid flat for health and safety reasons. The cost would be 
£3860.00 and there are another 3 headstones at Bonkyl 
Kirk requiring similar work but none at Abbey Kirk. The 
total cost is therefore in the region of £6,000. CC agreed 
that another quote should be obtained for comparison 
purposes and then a funding application should be 
submitted to PACT. KD agreed to take this forward. 
 

• Speeding in Law View/The Anvil Preston - KD advised 
that he had approached SBC to ask if the CC could fund 
the implementation of speed ramps. SBC advised that 
there is no process in place to allow this. Cllr Greenwell 
suggested that speed ramps may not be the most 
effective solution and other traffic calming measures 
might be more suitable. Cllr Greenwell agreed to take 
this to the Road Safety Committee meeting in December 
and ask if SBC will look again at the issue. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Greenwell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  • Winter Fuel Support 2026 – VD confirmed that the 
funding request to Quixwood Wind Farm for the 2026 
Winter Fuel Support exercise had been successful. The 
amount per individual household/employee will be 
increased to £150.00 this year. It was agreed that a 
postcard should be issued that also includes details of 
the Burns Supper planned for 24/01/2026. KD agreed to 
circulate a draft to ABPCC and PACT members and to 
work with Printspot to have this issued in late December 
2025. 
 

• Crystal Rig 1 Repower/Crystal Rig IV Community 
Benefits – VD provided an update on recent 
correspondence with Fred Olsen Renewables in relation 
to CR1 repower and CRIV. It has been confirmed that 
ABPCC does receive Community Benefits from the 
existing CR1 Wind Farm. In addition, the split of 
Community Benefits for CRIV has also now been 
communicated and this money will be paid directly to 
ABPCC. 
 
If planning for the CR1 repower is approved the 
indicative timeline will be as follows: 
 
CR1 will run until 2027 
CR1 repower from 2029 
CR2 will run until 2035 
CRIV will run from 2026 
 

• Blackhill Wind Farm Community Fund Agenda – CC 
reviewed the latest Blackhill agenda and agreed that it 
was still proving to be a very useful document. It was 
further agreed that applicants who have been successful 
with Blackhill should not automatically be ruled out of 
receiving a grant from coabp. 
 

KD 
 
 
 
 

6. Local Place Plan 
 

• KD advised that our Local Place Plan has now been 
accepted by SBC which is a significant milestone. The 
next step is to produce a more detailed delivery plan and 
booklet that can be issued to each household in the 
area. Wendy Reid is currently in discussions with 
Community Enterprise to see what support they can offer 
with this work. 
 

 
 

7. Chair’s / Secretary’s Report:  
 

• All items covered elsewhere on the agenda. 
 

 
 

8. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
 

• The Triodos bank balance available as of 31/10/25 was 
£18,388.36  
 

 



9. PACT Summary:  
 

• The PACT AGM took place on 04/11/2025 and a new 
Trustee, Scott Holmes joined the board. 
 

• Preston Village Hall phase 2, which covers the 
renewable element has been successful in obtaining a 
CARES grant of £24,000. This will be put towards 
batteries and solar panels, the work must be completed 
by the end of February 2026. 
 

 
 
 

10. Grants Subcommittee Report 

 
• A copy of the latest Grant Subcommittee Report was 

made available to CC members. 
 

 

11.  Funding Applications 

KD and Carol Dickson left the meeting for the first 
funding application discussion. 

• ABPCC Minutes Secretary 2026 – An application to 
cover the costs of the ABPCC Administrative Support 
role was discussed. CC approved the application with an 
increase to the hourly rate of pay to £18.00. 
 

• Reykjavik International Games 2026 – A grant 
application for a local school aged resident to provide 
funding towards the costs of travelling and competing in 
the January 2026 Icelandic Games was discussed. CC 
members noted that the grant subcommittee had 
recommended a payment of £1000.00 and confirmed 
that they would be happy to approve this amount. 

 
 
 

12. Reports from Grant Recipients: 
 

• No feedback has been received from recipients. 

 

13. Resilient Communities: 
 

• HGS raised a concern about the flood warning alerts that 
he receives for Abbey St Bathans which often don’t 
reflect the actual situation. He agreed to take this up with 
his contact at the SBC Bunker. 

 

 
 
 

14. Planning & Licensing: 
 

• A recent planning application relating to the erection of 
an off grid hut near to Abbey St Bathans had previously 
been circulated with no objections raised by CC 
members. [NB: J Dobie, C Dobie and V Dobie were 
unable to comment die to a conflict of interests] 
 

 
 
 



 

 

15. AOB: 
 

• There was no AOB 
 

 

18. Dates & Venues of Future Meetings: 
 

• 22 January 2026 via Zoom 
 

• 26 March 2026 via Zoom 
 

• 28 May 2026 – Abbey St Bathans Village Hall 
 

• 23 July 2026 – Preston Village Hall 
 

• 24 September 2026 – Abbey St Bathans Village Hall 
 

• 26 November 2026 – Preston Village Hall (to include 
election and AGM) 
 

 


